Critical Raw Materials Act and its implications for the
Adria region

Borojevi¢ Sostari¢, Sibila

Source / Izvornik: Knjiga sazetaka = Book of abstracts / 7. hrvatski geoloski kongres s
medunarodnim sudjelovanjem, 2023, 1 - 2

Conference paper / Rad u zborniku

Publication status / Verzija rada: Published version / Objavljena verzija rada (izdavacev
PDF)

Permanent link / Trajna poveznica: https://urn.nsk.hr/um:nbn:hr:169:593392

Rights / Prava: In copyright /Zasti¢eno autorskim pravom.

Download date / Datum preuzimanja: 2024-05-21

Repository / Repozitorij:

Faculty of Mining, Geology and Petroleum
Engineering Repository, University of Zagreb

DIGITALNI AKADEMSKI ARHIVI I REPOZITORILII



https://urn.nsk.hr/urn:nbn:hr:169:593392
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/
https://repozitorij.rgn.unizg.hr
https://repozitorij.rgn.unizg.hr
https://repozitorij.unizg.hr/islandora/object/rgn:2384
https://dabar.srce.hr/islandora/object/rgn:2384

CRITICAL RAW MATERIALS ACT AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ADRIA REGION
UTJECAJ AKTA O KRITICNIM MINERALNIM SIROVINAMA NA PODRUCJE ADRIA ZEMALJA

Sibila Borojevié¢ Sostari¢

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Mining, Geology and Petroleum Engineering, Pierottijeva 6,10 000 Zagreb, Croatia

sibila.borojevic-sostaric@rgn.unizg.hr

Keywords: critical raw materials, mineral resources, Europe,
resilience

Since 2011, one of the major concerns of the European
Commission is a sustainable supply of the raw materials
critical for maintenance and development of the Euro-
pean industries (Ref 1). Among 28 critical raw materials
listed by the European Commission Communication in
2020 (Ref 2), the ADRIA region (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, North Macedonia,
and Serbia) hosts significant primary geological potential
of antimony, barite, borate, lithium, magnesium and to
some extent titanium, Rare Earth Elements (REE) and
graphite.

BOROJEVIC SOSTARIC ¢t al. (2022) indicated the
major strengths of the regional mineral sector: favour-
able geological setting hosting significant mineral po-
tential and reserves, a long mining tradition, numerous
exploration targets, high exploration budget (Fig. 1), as
well as the availability of extraction of the secondary raw
materials. However, authors also found many challenges

that the mineral sector faces, including lack of regional
exploration campaigns, international codes and standards
in resource estimation, as well as regulations related to
environmental issues that do not comply with European
legislation.

New CRM Act (Ref 3) aim to strengthen the differ-
ent stages of the European critical raw materials value
chain. The implementation of the Act at the national
member states level will include monitoring, data col-
lection, guidelines development and coordination of the
general exploration programmes; strategic national Raw
Materials projects; permitting processes, Raw Materials
related companies risk preparedness; specifying which
end-of-life products and waste streams contain relevant
amounts of critical raw materials; customs codes and
recycling content for products incorporating permanent
magnets; and the calculation and verification rules and
performance classes for the environmental footprint. The
implementation of the CRM Act to the West Balkan can-
didate countries is expected to follow their negotiation
and harmonization process.

Figure 1. Exploration budgets in Europe (data modified after Geological survey of Sweden, S&P Global Market Intelligence and SNL database)
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Therefore, actions and measures proposed by the
CRM Act such as National exploration programmes for
general exploration targeted at critical raw materials in-
cluding deep ore deposits, mineral mapping, geochem-
ical campaigns, geophysical surveys, data processing,

Ref 1: Communication from the commission to the European
parliament, the council, the European economic and social
committee and the committee of the regions tackling the
challenges in commodity markets and on raw materials, Eu-
ropean commission, Brussels, 2.2.2011 COM (2011) 25 final.

Ref 2: European Commission, Study on the EU’s list of Critical
Raw Materials (2020), Factsheets on Critical Raw Materials,
Brussels, COM (2020), 819 p.

Ref 3: Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council
establishing a framework for ensuring a secure and sustain-

development of predictive maps, reprocessing of existing
geoscientific survey data and development of database
with Strategic national Raw Materials projects should be
taken as serious steps in further development of the Adria
region’s mineral sector in a sustainable manner.

able supply of critical raw materials and amending Regula-
tions (EU) 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, 2018/1724 and (EU)
201971020, Brussels, 16.3.2023, COM(2023) 160 final,
202370079 (COD)
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